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.62 RIGHTS OF MAN. Paiit II. 

With the revolut^nof 1688, and more fo fince the Hanover 
fucceflion, came die dellrmEIive fyftem of continental intrigues, 
and the rage fot' foreign wars and forigign dominion ; fyftems of 
fuc)i fecure myflery that the expences admit of no accounts ; a 
fingle line Hands for millions. To what cxcefs taxation might 
have extended, had not the French revolution contributed to 
break up the fyHem, and put an end to pretences, is impoffihle to 
fay. Viewed, as that revolution ought to be, as the fortunate 
means of leffening the load of taxes of both countries, it is of as 
much importance to England as to France ; and, if properly im- 
proved to all the advantages of which it is capable, and to 
which it leads, deferve as much celebration in one country as the 
other. ' 

In purfuing this fubjedl, .1 fliall begin with the matter that firft 
prefents itfelf, that of leHening the burthen of taxes ; and lhall 
then add fuch matters and proportions, refpedling the three coun- 
tries of England, France, and America, as the profpedl of 
things appears to juHify : I mean, an alliance of the three, for 
the purpQfes that will be mentioned in their proper place. 

What has happened may happen again. By the ftatement be- 
fore (hewn of the progrefs of taxation, it is feen, that taxes have 
been lefTened to a fourth part of what they had formerly been. 
Though the prefent circumftances do not admit of the fame re- 
duclidn, yet it admits of fuch a beginning, as may accomplilh that 
ill lefs time, than in the former cafe. 

The amount of taxes for the year, ending at Michaelmas 1788, 
was as follows : 

Land-tax, - - - ■ - « i,9c;o,oo« 

Cufioms, ^ - 3,789,274 

Excife, (including old and new malt,) - - 6,751,727 

Stamps, - - - - 1,278,214 

Mifcellancous taxes and incidents, - - - ijSo3,755 


>C-i5»572,97® 

Since the year 1778, upwards of one million, new taxes hav® 
been laid on, bef.des the produce from the lotteries ; and as tli® 
taxes have in general been more produdive lince than before, the 
amount may be taken, in round numbers, at 17,000,000. 

. N. B. The expence of colleftion and the drawbacks, which 
together amount. to nearly two millions, are paid out of the grofs 
amount : and the above is the nett fum paid into the exchequer. 

This fum of feventeen millions is applied to two difFerenr pur- 
pofes ; the one to pay the intereft of the natioaai debt, the other 
to the current expences of each year. About nine millions are 
appropriated to the former ; and the remainder, being nearly 
eight millions, to the latter. As to the millvon, faid to be applied 
to the ledudticn of the debt, it is fo much I ke paying with one 
hand and taking out with the odier, as not to merit much 
notice. 

it happened, fortunately for France, that ilie poiTeflVd national 
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) domains for paying oif her debt, and thereby lefiening her taxes : 

I bat as tins IS not the, cafe in England, her . edudion of taxes can 
only take place by reducing the current expences, which may 
, now be done to the amount of four or five millions annually, as 

I will here^ifter appear. When this is accompliihed, it will more 

than counterbalance the enormpus charge of the American war ; 
4 and the laving will be from the fame fource from whence the 
j evil arofe. 

I As to the national debt, however heavy the intereft may be 

I in taxes ; yet, as it ferves to keep a -live a kpital, ufeful' to com- 

' merce, it balances by its afreifts a eonfiderable part of its own 

weight ; and a/, the quantity of gold and filver in England is, by 
fome means or other, fhort of its proper proportion ’ (being not 
f ( more than twenty millions, whereas it fhould be fixty,) it would, 
befides the injullice, be bad policy to extinguifh a capital that 
ferves tofupply that defedl. But with refped to the current ex- 
pence, whatever is faved therefrom is gain. The excefs may 
ferve to keep corruption alive, but it has no re-aftion on credit 
and commerce, like the intereft of the debt. 

I : I It is now very probable, that the Engliih government (I do 

not mean the nation) is unfriendly to the French revolution. 

^ Whatever ferves to expofe the intrigue and leften the influence 

|j of courts, by leflening taxation, will be un welcome to^thofe who 

I feed upon the fpoil. Whilft the clamour of French intrigne, ar- 

bitrary power, popery, and wooden fhoes fhould be kept up, the 
nation was eafily allured and alarmed into taxes. Thofe days 
f I aye now paft ; deception, it is to be hoped, has reaped its laft 

r harveft, and better times are in profpecl for both countries, and 

;1 for the world. 

Taking it for granted, that an alliance may be formed between 
England, France, and America, for the purpofes hereafter to be 
mentioned, the national expences of France and England may 
confequeinly be leflened. The fame fleets and armies, will no 
longer be neceffary to either, and the redudlioii can be made 
fhip for fnip on each fide. But to accompllfh thefe objeds, the 
governments mu ft necefl'arily be fitted to a common and corref- 
pondent principle. Confidence can never take place, v/Lile an 
hoftile dirpolidon remains in either, or where myftery and fecre- 
cy on one fide, is oppofed to candour and opennefs on the other. 
•Thefe matters admitted, the national expences might be put 
j . back, _/!?;* the fake of a precedent, to what they were at Tome period 

y when France and England were not enemies. This confenuent- 

' ly, muft be prior to the Hanover fucceflion, and alfo to the revo- 

lution of 1688 f. The firft inilance that prefents itfelf, antece- 

* Foreign intrigue, foreign wars, and foreign dominions, will in a great 
meafure account for the deficiency. 

t On page 1 16 of the original’ edition of this work is a note in which 
fliaiiar remarks are made on the characters of William and Mary, the one 
^ %hting againft his uncle, and the other againtt her own father, as have 
been made by other writers. Or. Johnfon, I believe, even whik: he s’ as a 
penlioiier of the prefent court, cxprelTes in ftfor ger terms of diiap- 
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